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The Man Who Sculpts
Animals

For Francis Eustis, a mature
milking Holstein is pure art

tep into Francis W. Eusti# studio, a
reconverted bam in back of his house
in Indian Hill, and breathe in the aroma
of leather and sawdus! and plasters
Here s where the nationally known
animal sculptor creales his models —
the best known, the differant breeds of
horses — many on axhibit at the Cincin-
nati Museum of Natural History and the
Indiana State Museum,

There is Euslis, putting leather tack
on a "Blacksmith’'s Horse,” ona of 30
differan! breeds reprasented in his
“"Horzes of the World” series, A row
of miniature black leather harnesses,

vl el il baaad aascas Bl cidsls Maas




tep into Francis W. Eusti§’ studio, a
reconverted barn in back of his house
in indian Hill, and breathe in the aroma
of |leather and sawdusi and plaster.
Here is where the nationally known
animal sculptor creates his models —
the best known, the ditierent breeds of
horses — many on exhibit at the Cincin-
nati Museum of Natural History and the
Indiana State Museum.

There is Eustis, putting leather tack
on & "Blacksmith’'s Horse,” one of 30
different breeds represented in his
“Horses of the World"” series, A row
of minialure black leather harnesses,
replete with lead ropes fitted with tiny
buckles, hangs from nails on the edge
of a shell. “One day last week, | made
seven of these bridles. and it took me
all day,"” Eustis says, '

Creating a breed model involves con- " '
siderable research, the sculplor admits,
In doing the American Saddle Bred,
for example, he familiarized himseilf
with the characteristics of the breed,
based on information supplied by that
breed’s association, then made a clay
model. “After that, | visited the Dodge
slables in Lexington and took my model
with me. Their top trainer broughtiout
different siallions — one wiith the besi
head, another with a good rump. | R, !
changed the clay model here and there ’
until | came as close as possible to
representing the breed."”

. It's no accident that Eustis, who has
the stocky muscular physique of a man
accustomed to physical work, is at
home in the world of horse trainers and
breeders. Up until 15 years ago, Eustis
continued on page 62
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Francis Eustis at work in the
painstaking process of sculpling
& breed model for his “Horses
ol the World"” series. This pas!
year, he added tha human form
fo his artistic reperiobre,
although animals remain his
spacialty. Lower left, Eustis’
"King Tul”, a limited edition

of the Cincinnati Zoo's

prize ape. Proceeds of the
edition's sale will go toward
construclion of the Zoo's new
apa complex. Lower righl, Eustis’
studio, a converted barn on

hias Indlan Hill property

BY JANE HEIMLICH PHOTOGRAPHS BY RON FORTH




A distinguished landmark
now being adced 10 our city
in a location of
maximum cenvenience and prestige
Fifteen 2 and 3 bedroom
Condominium apartmenlts
574,000 1o SB8.BOO
with occupancy by September, 1976

Plans and model shown by appointment,
weekdays 10 am to 4 pm,
phone 961-0603
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ﬂﬂﬂ continued from page 35

bred Belgians on his farm in Lebanon
— (hé&'s secretary-treasurer of tha Qhio
Belgtan Breeders Association, a posl-
tion of 30 years' duration). Betore that,
he raised Arablan horses, and was ac-
tive in the Ohio Arabian Association

The way in which Eustis creales an
anatomically precise replica of his sub-
ject is & painstaking procedure, “'First,
| draw a rough outline, then, using a
separate sheet of tracing paper for each
step, | draw the skeleton, then the inner
and outer muscies.” These overiays ara
used as relerence for the finished draw-
ing which shows all external features
of the animal

Maxt, an armalure (framework) is
made o support the body, To assure
correct proportions, Euslis culs each
boné out of cardboard and assembles
these bones in sequence on wire. This
completed, the four legs, bent in the
position desired, are insarfed into the
body mass which has already been
Bulll in clay around the armature. A
cardboard piece is cul out for the haad

Tha clay is appled 10 the model
according to the muscular sysiem, then
refined to the correct proportions. Pre-
ferring the “creative part” of sculpling,
Eusti= sends his model 1o a studio
where a3 master mold is made and the
original clay is destroyed. From this
master mold a casting s made for pour-
ing and the reproductive casts are
finished., One hundred and fity copies
of sach model are cast and shipped
back to Eustis’ studio.

All of Eustis® models, turned out an
a one-tenth scale, are made of a com-
bination of porcelain clay and lalex
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mng Ciay 1S5 appied i INne mooel
according to the muscular system, then
refined to the carrect proporians. Pre-
fernng the "creative part of sculpling
Eustis sends his model 1o a studio
wihera 8 master mold is made and the
original clay is destroyaed. From this
master mold a casting is made for pour-
ing and the reproductive casls are
finished, One hundred and fifty copies
of each model are casl and shipped
back to Eustis’ studio

All of Eustis® models, turned out on
a one-tenth scale, are made of & com
nalion of Dorceaiain :!,—'!'_,' ang lajlex
which reguires no firng. Picking up a
figure of a Wild West marshall, Eustis
slammed it on the table then sat it
back Besides being light and strong,
the matenal is wirually unbreakable,
ne sS8Ig

Although Eustis has had several ene-
man shows, the mas! recent in Santa Fe
this past August, | don’t exhibit in art
shows.” Scowling, his arms foided,

why should | subject mysell to crli-
cism from some jackass from New York
who only likes modern stull? You lake
a piece of stesl with some nuls and
bolis —"" He shook his heed. "l con-
sider abstrac] art as a salfish expression
cnly the artist understands il, | be-
lieve a piece of art has fo relate to the
person — a waterfall a beautiful sum-
mer avaning, deer in a fiald.’

Euslis receives lelters from horse
owners all over the world, each request-
ing a portrait of his horse. Plucking a
letter, with snapshots attached from a
file folder. "thiz man from Vermont has
an Appaloosa. I'll send him a picture
of my breed model and explain that I'll
personalize it in the painling process.”



Picking up a model of a thoroughbred
with while face markings, "Here's one
I'm doing for ‘Foss' Hopkins (William
F.. a lawyer in Indian Hill). | went up
io Happy Timas Farm (in Marrow, Ohio)
and made drawings of his thoroughbred
mare and foal ook these,” rifling
through color snapshols To make sure
that face markings and colorations are
accurate, “I'll run up again and take

the model with me.’ !
Although Eustis has done models of

ndividual horses such as Dark Mirage,

the thoroughbred filly of 1968, he dis-

Courages such requests. ""lU's too time

consuming, | have [0 do the research,

Ihe clay work, the casting, and then

I'm stuck with a moadal that nobody

else wants He smiled. "The prica
ugually scares 'em off.” (An individual

porneail costs a minimum of $1000 as
compared o $150 for 8 breed model )
Growing up in O'Bryonville, then
known as “Dutchtown.” — all Garman
and Irish, Euslis recalled — young . . .

Francis studied with arl critic Mary
Alexander, later attended the Yale
School of Fine Arts, Alter working on

the family dairy farm thal compnsed
110 acres in Indian Hill, Eustis and hig
bride, the former Viola Stevens. moved
to Lebanon in 1937, and, within a few
vears, had a llourishing dary business

Eustis’ decision, al age 25, 1o be-
come a full-time farmer was a distingt
depariure from lamily tradilion, Francig’
grandfather, George Eustis, was head
of the brokerage firm — then the oldest
In the cily —thal bore Ms name. His
maternal grandtather, Mordaecal Morns
White, was president of the Fourth
National Bank.

When | moved 1o Lebanon, | left all
the social things,' Eustis said, with &
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11U acres in inman =i, eusns ang ms
brida, the former Viola Stevens, moved
to Lebanon in 1937, and, within a few
years, had a flourishing dairy business

Eustis' decision, a! age 25, 1o be-
come a full-time farmer was a distinct
depariure from family tradition, Francig’
grandfather, George Eustis, was head
of the brokerage firm — then the oldest
in the citly —thal bore his name. His
maternal grandfather, Mordecal Morris
White, was president of the Fourth
National Banik.

‘When | moved 1o Lebanon, | left all
ihe social things,” Eustis sald, with a
wave ol his hand for emphasis. (The
Eustises, however, remain in the Social
Register, Cincinnati and Dayton, along
with their son, Francis W. Jr.) “Now
when | get logether with childhood
friends — I'm not interested in the
slock markel —if's all small {alk.’

Recalling the years in Lebanon opér-
ating "Breezy Ridge Farm™, "a small
farm was a way of life. We butchered
our own animals, had a vegetabla gar-
den,” Mrs, Eustis, whose father was
in the dairy businéss in Loveland, was
allergic o cows. One ol his wife's
chores, he said, was (0 wash the cows’
udders with chicrine before milking
‘She'd swell up."

Farming full ime, Euslis had no lime
for ar. “After working in the tield, |
was too tired — my mind wasn't there.”
In 1958, the couple sold their farm and
cattle, and Euslis resclved to devola
himself to art

"l began painting animal portraits,”
but having always yearned 1o do sculp-
ture, he became restless. While puz-
zling how to begin warking in this new
medium, he read an article in “"Popular

11U

Eagle

The Eagle compounds interest continuously to make every day
a festive occasion, thanks 1o a choice of certificates of deposit
in varying amounts and maturily dates. Regular passbook
accounts, too. At Cincinnati’s highest rate of inlerest on insured
savings. Put your dollars with the Eagle for many happy returns
It's the saving grace that makes every day worth remembering
Can you afford not to save at Eagle?
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SAVINGS ASSO0OCIATION

Eagie o & wholly. ownad subsshary of Westein-Southarn Lits
Sawngs raw inswred up b 340 000 by ihe Federal Savings and Loan insurance Corparaton
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make your
first move
a call

to

West Shell

REALTORS

WO

Sclenca’ aboul a Hungarian-born ani-
mal sculplor and 1§ u“'l &t, Louis Paul
Janas Euana:hnh
and

sludio in Hudson, M, Y

a letter to him
sequently -'l-.u-'l Jonas al his

was like going into a differen

world,” Eustis said, eyes sparkiing be-

steal immed glagses. "This was
old cowbam in the midale of the
country. I'd never been in a studio
before, Théra ware models, laxidermy
k— startings of things." Jonas
'the nicest, kindest man,” invited Eusti
10 Work watn mm gamed 1o make an
ure, prepare clay.”’ fing to a
igian harse, his first modgel, "'l can
seg what's wrong — the neck doesn't
hook up 10 the body

Until Jonas' death several years ago
Eustis visited the veteran sculptor twice
a year, observing his work, conferring
with im. "He knew wild ammals — he
didn't know horses." Today, all of Eus-
tis' mold and casting work is dong at
the Louis Paul Jonas Studio. Here, af
his studio in indian HIll, "'l do the finish

g touches — _c;rlr-dl-‘:q down the mold
marks, inserting the eyes, painting

naking tha wood sia -L1

Dﬂk' of Eustis' current projecls, as
commissioned by n-- Mation :_‘..l Hoistein
nation, is .a partrait of &
milking lemale”. Four ';.L-.—'.'.t. ago, tha
same associalion commissionad Eustis
1o paint a "young milking female

“When the commitieg came around

they didn1 like the aya, | lold them
wail til it's finished . They were satisfied

A recently completed project Is a
collechon of 12 models of odd-lced,
hooted animals that the sculplor, vice
president of the Zoological S ty ol
Cincinnati, presented as a to the
Cincinnati Zoo. Proceeds from sale of
the modeis “limited ediions” of 150
coples, will be used for construction

[

‘matura

f there were no '"u:,r!j undar tham

That's the animatio tried to calch

n preparing his "Horses of the
World” senes, available a1l a dozen
prest ge Siores such as Abercrombie
& Filch and I-'-’wr"', in Bevarly Hills
Eustis” own horses a a priza staion,
wera useful rnr:-.':el.'; t used o bhe
nandy o run down and ook al 8 mus-
cle.” Today, the three-stall stable con-
neighbor's mare and coit
ble and observing the
5 ‘See his hips are tiled down.
he wanls 10 graze, he drops a 4 i
Eustis said, imitaling the action which
r—':_-_u---n-',_-.-L a E-J-I'-l"':"

Although there are hundreds ol
breeds havent done,” Eustis isn'
planning to anlarge his series ol popu-
lar I'I‘i.-'f"-. i horses "'-‘*'hl,n don't
know about them, and they'ne not sale
able.” This pas! year, Eustis crealed a
first" for him, a moadal of a woman
a Navajo squaw "‘going to the Sing”, a
purification ceremony. ''| was a little
afraid — you reach a certain perdection
in arl— but Aoing peopie was nol as

bac as | thought

ustis' most ambitious work 5 &
complale model of the Budweiser aight-
horse hitch, Altho mh he worked an
this for three years, 1 had no formal
contract,” He shrug Wasn | con-
cenned - I Was a project slarteq
didn't sell it o Budweiser for several
..:'*'-'IF-':

Besides the work area in Eustis
an organized clutter, there's a
furnished with comiorlable
chairs, devoled 10 horse mem

A bookshelf fr*j'l'_ yned with
a row of hors nmed with
books. their faded r\ll"-:'l g5 filles In
graceful script, attesling 1o their age
Eushs ook aul a shm volume, read the
title, "Practical Treatise on the Break-

L [ S —




first move
a call

to

est Shell

REALTORS

We'll sell your present home and
help you locata a naw home
anywhere — and wea maan
anywhere!

Cincinnati through our nine
area sales ollices
in the U.S, through gur affiliation
with NATIONWIDE find.-a-homa
SERVICE
in the World through our
exclusive association with
Pr ews, Inc., the mternatio
purveyor of prastige homes

J_‘

West Shell, Inc.

REALTORS
e e e,

721-4200

Exscutive Offices,

Thiee East Fourth Strest
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
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Uneé ol Eustis’ currant projects, as
commissioned by the National Holstein
Agsociation. is .'-: portrait of 2 "'matura
milking lemale”, Four years !",u'- lha
same associalion commissionad Eusts
io paint a "young milking female”

‘Whan tha commillag came around
they gidn't like the aye. | told them
wait til it's finished. They were satisfied

A recenily compleled project is a
*_'i_-'lf'-ul"'l ol 12 modals of odd-loeq,
hoofed animals that the sculpior. vice
president of the Zoological Society ol
Cincinnati, presented as a _:-'! o the
Cincinnati £o0. Proceeds from sale of
the modeis, “limited editions™ of 150
copies, will be used for constructio
ol the proposed Ape Complex. Working
directly on tha clay, | spent a week
observing King Tul,” the Zoo's prize
gorifla, "'t ook ime making all those
wrinkles

Model Ng wild animasis presenis fewer

rablems than domeslic

he said

.sn'—.':'-;_p.f-' people don’t know 50 much

(L

aboul them and have no sanlimenta
attachment. He recalled the time he
painled a portrail of Mrs. William Chat-
fleid's Springer Spaniel. "l looked at
the dog, he had some hairs on top of
head like a spit curl, | dign't think

{ was charactenstic of the breed so
left it out. She was very upset.’
Doing a breed model yau can
please everybody.” Holding up a modeal
of an Arabian horse "'l took this 10 &

Ihare was a lot of disagree-
ghislening "It you know
you've Qol to stick 1o i

liked the leg up, benl al the knee.’
His expression softemning ‘Sometimes
cold moming, yvou ket thae ho f
of the barn. Thay almos! floal as

on a

complale madel ol the Budweaiser aighl-
norse hitch _-'-L-"':l’_l,l__.-" na '.'.a:'.-lv.-F_-'l"i ull
| had no formal
He -a?‘.’m.;;._'rr-.'i Wwasn't con-
cerned — it was a project | staried

n't sell it 1o Budweiser for several
Years,’

Besides the work area in Eustis
giudio, an organized clutter. there's
furnished with comtortable
chairs, devoled 10 horsa mem

A bookshelf, festooned with
a row of horseshoes. 5 crammead wilh
books, their faded bindings, fitles in

this for three years

co ™ |

niract

aful script, attesting 1o their age
Eustis 100k oul a shm volume, read the
title, "“"Practical Treatise on the Break-
ing and Taming of Wild and Vicious

Horses, 1889

In & nearby alcove, bridies once used
or the sculptors horses hang In a
ow, covered with plastic. Eustis pointed
o a model ol a bobsled and trothing
horse. 'l copied the minialure harness
from the ane hanging thera.'

Across the room, a gisplay of antigue
brass ormaments for horses: rosetites
the hole for the plume of horse hair
“The English stll use them Cn an
other shell, a collection of gleaming
"drops a circular medal 1o prolact
driver from tha ewil eys, he
swinging catches the light
ts the Dewil

ol desen shalks mountéd on
horses prompted me 1o ask
2 much

s whether he had do
iraveliing
| never had the time. I'd like 10 go
arcund the world and ook at horses
.-"-'P-r"': ol 'd want 1o Qo alone
spend a half hour looking at a horse in
a pasiure without somegng nucging

me i




